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Praying the Advent Calendar
When I was a child, one of my family’s 

favorite activities during the month of 
December, was to open the doors on the 

Advent Calendar every evening during our 
family devotions.

An Advent calendar is a special calendar used 

to count the days of Advent in 
anticipation of Christmas.  

Consecutive doors are opened 
every day leading up to 

Christmas, beginning on the start 
of the Advent season for that 

year. Often the doors are 
distributed across the calendar in 

no particular order. The calendar 
windows open to reveal an image, a poem, a 

portion of a story (such as the story of the 
Nativity of Jesus), or a small gift. Often, each 

window has a Bible verse and Christian prayer 
printed on it, which Christians incorporate as 

part of their daily Advent devotions. 

The Advent calendar was first used by German 
Lutherans in the 19th and 20th centuries but is 

now ubiquitous among adherents of many 

Christian denominations. 

This year at Grace, we will be using the theme 
of Prayer for the windows of our Advent 

Calendar.  During each one of our 3 Mid-week 
Advent Services, we will open 4 windows, 

revealing an important 
Prayer Theme, for a total 

of 12 Advent Prayers.  We 
will be giving different 

individuals (starting with 
children) the opportunity to 

open the windows each 
week!

Without revealing the 12 window themes, here 

are the general themes for each week:

December 5 = War Room: Prayer is a 
Powerful Weapon

December 12 = The 4 ACTS of Prayer
December 19 = Pray Boldly
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The First Step In Reaching Your Community

On Sunday, December 2, we are 
very excited about starting a 

new six-week Bible study and 
sermon series called Prayer: 

The First Step In Reaching Your 
Community. Led by Pastor 

Tieman, this interactive study 
will meet in the sanctuary each 

Sunday.

As Christians we want to have an 
impact on the people in our 

community.  We desire to reach 
people with God’s love.  And we 

know that prayer is a great way to 
get started!  These interactive 

studies use the Lord’s Prayer as a 
guide to equip us to deepen our 

prayer life and to develop new 
ways to pray for our community.  

In this study, we will discover 
common prayer blocks and how to 

overcome them, how to praise 
God through a unique pattern 

called a “prayer blitz,” how to 
develop honest communication 

with God through a letter, what it 
means to pray for our community 

through prayer walking and much 
more.  However, this study goes 

beyond learning information about 
prayer.  It provides creative and 

stimulating activities that will help 
you take prayer from a mundane 

obligation to an enjoyable way of 
interacting with our Father who 

loves us.  And in so doing, we will 
find new ways to reach our 

community with that love!

PRAYER:



What is it? By Pastor Jim

For many years as I was about to pray 
with young children during various 
church activities I would often ask them 
the question “What is prayer?”  
Eventually we would come around to 
the notion that prayer is simply “talking 
to God.” 

Yes, prayer is talking to God, but listening 
too!  The bible reveals that God is 
relational.  He is in relationship with 
himself, for God is three distinct persons, 
and yet one in substance.  And God 
desires a relationship with us.  In the 
Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve enjoyed a 
close intimate relationship with God.  
However, when they fell into sin that 
peaceful bond was broken, they felt 
shame, they hid from God. 

Do you ever feel apart from God?  Sort of 
like you are hiding from him?  Why?  Well, 
like Adam and Eve we too sin and struggle 
with living in a sinful world.  

So, what is the remedy for an active prayer 
life?  Always remember that God reached 
out to Adam and Eve first.  They hid, but 
God sought them out!  And God reaches 
out to us through his Son Jesus Christ.  
Don’t ever forget the cross and your 
baptism.  For in Christ our relationship with 
God is restored.  

Relationships are dynamic!  And our 
relationship with God is no different.  Our 
conversation will involve many things.  The 
closest thing to a perfect formula could be 
the Lord’s Prayer.  It is not only a manner 

in which to pray, but also an outline.  Some 
like the acronym ACTS, which stands for 
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and 
Supplication.  Put another way, start with 
praising God, followed by a confession of 
your sins, always thank God for all things 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) and then 
address your needs, hopes and fears. 

The possibilities are endless.  In his short 
book “How to Pray” Martin Luther shares 
some helpful tips for his friend, and master 
barber named Peter.  He recommended 
using the Apostle’s Creed, Lord’s Prayer 
and the Ten Commandments.  Luther also 
recommends taking scripture and praying 
through God’s word.

This month our church is focused on 
prayer.  Pastor Terry will lead us in an 
exciting journey to realize just how much 
of a blessing prayer really is.  Prayer is a 
life changer.  Always remember to 
combine prayer with God’s word.  Since 
prayer is a true conversation, then we hear 
God’s voice through his word.  These are 
promises that he has already spoken to 
us.  In prayer we cling to them in faith; in 
prayer they sink deep into our soul, 
transforming us.  The process is called 
sanctification or simply to be made holy.  

Join us for our advent services on 
Wednesday night.  The food is great and 
the prayer time even better.  May this 
Advent season be one where you truly 
experience what prayer is – talking with 
God!  

PRAYER:



Birthdays Anniversaries

Bill Chasteen - December 1st

Donna Brantley - December 3rd

Matthew Robert Lesmes - December 9th

Joyce Chasteen - December 10th

Bill and Joyce Chasteen - December 16th

Ashley and Miguel Lesmes - December 17th

Steve and Barb Podawiltz - December 23rd

Preschool News By Annie Carney

The Preschool is filled with the hustle 
and bustle of Christmas. This past 
Saturday, we held our first ‘Shopping 
Saturday.’ Parents had the opportunity to 
drop the kids off for three hours to get 
shopping done or enjoy relaxation before the 
holiday madness begins. Children enjoyed a 
pancake breakfast, crafts, and playtime.

Our students are filled with excitement and 
anticipation of upcoming Christmas parties 
and, of course, a visit from Santa. Our 
responsibility at Grace is to share in that 
excitement and make sure the kids are 

equally joy filled about the baby Jesus, who 
came to save us all.

The kids and teachers have been busy 
practicing for our Christmas program.  The 
program will be Wednesday, Dec.12th at 
10:00. You are welcome to join us if you 
need a little Christmas cheer. It always 
promises to be adorable.

Myself and the staff at Grace Celebration 
Preschool would like to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!



In October Grace Celebration “Left the 
Building”  by distributing water bottles, 

picked up trash and prayer walking. 
Blessing Bags were also assembled while 

others prayed for this community. After 
activities were finished, all shared a 

delicious lunch together. 

Every Wednesday students in our 
preschool participate in Chapel, led by our 

youth director Jean Belles. She leads 
lessons focusing on God’s love and shares 

the Good News. 

Our Ladies Bible Study group prepared a 
special Thanksgiving goodie bag, “Feed 
Your Faith Blessings Mix.” This was 
distributed at worship on Thanksgiving Eve. 

Pretzels: Arms folded in prayer,  1 The. 5: 
16-18
Raisins: Blessings and gifts, John 3: 16-17
Sunflower Seeds: Promise of a future 
harvest, Matthew 9: 37-38
M&M’s: Memories of those who came 
before as to guide us to a blessed future, 
Isaiah 38:9

Every Wednesday morning, volunteers from 
Grace Celebration tutor students at 

Cordova Elementary. Grace Celebration 
had the opportunity to share faith at their 

school fair. 




