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Reformation Day:
An essay by Rev. Dr. Phillip Brandt, Professor of Religion at Concordia University, Portland Oregon

501 years ago on 
October 31, Martin 
Luther nailed 95 
theses to the door 
of the Castle 
Church in 
Wittenberg. He 
thought he was 
engaging in a 
scholarly debate. 
Earlier in the year 
he had posted 98 

theses on another subject and hardly a word 
had been spoken. They were equally 
inflammatory and provocative. But this time 
something different would transpire. First of all, 
he had them brought to a printer and quickly 
disseminated far beyond the academic circle 
he wrote for. Secondly, this topic went right to 
the heart of the Renaissance era Papal money 
making machine. He was taking on 
indulgences. 

Medieval Christianity had gotten itself into a 
tough theological spot. It all started rather 
innocently with a guy named Gregory the 
Great in the waning days of the Roman 
Empire’s influence in Western Europe. He was 
surrounded by barbarians running amok. He 
sought to use spiritual rewards as a form of 
behavior modification. If you are not behaving, 

you won’t get to enjoy your afterlife. In that 
situation, it probably saved many lives, it 
helped very coarse and difficult people make a 
connection between their actions and their 
relationship with God. 

The problem will come when medieval 
Christianity starts to build on that shaky 
foundation. It is always bad to build a system 
on exceptional circumstances. By the 
Renaissance period there were many in power 
and ecclesial authority who were quite jaded 
about all this and simply were using this 
system as a means to extract money from the 
descendants of these very barbarians.

One hundred years before Luther Jan Hus had 
tried to take on this machinery and gotten 
burned at the stake for his efforts. This time it 
will be different. In Luther’s day invading 
Turkish armies drew away from him the 
attention of the political powers. They did not 
have time to deal with Luther. The printing 
press disseminated his ideas much more 
widely and deeper into the strata of the society. 
Luther himself was a much brighter and abler 
writer, speaker, theologian, strategist than Hus. 
But all that does not explain what happened 
here in entirely. 

(continued on page 6)



MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL RETREATS 
PLANNED FOR FALL AND WINTER

Did you know that 
the Mid-South 
District holds 
retreats for our 
middle and high 
school youth each 
fall and winter so 
that they can 

experience the love of Christ and grow in 
their faith during an amazing weekend 
getaway? 

This past month our two confirmands from 
Grace Celebration were able to attend the 
Mid South District’s Fall Middle School 
Retreat at Camp Petit Jean in Arkansas. 
Andy Belles and Andrew Cornell joined 
about 75 other middle school Lutherans 
from across the district and enjoyed a 
great weekend of fun, fellowship, service 
and bible study. The theme of the weekend 
was [Un]Known. The kids learned that 
although they sometimes feel alone, lost 
and unknown by the people around them, 
they are fully known by God. The key 
verse was John 10:14: “I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me.”

The next Mid-Winter Retreat for Sr. High 
students is scheduled for February 22-24 
at beautiful Fall Creek Falls State Park 

east of Nashville. The cost to attend is only 
$50 per person, which includes meals, 
lodging, and materials. 

The theme of this year’s retreat is 
“TOGETHER.” Kids today hear a million 
voices telling them they aren’t good 
enough, pretty enough, smart enough, 
athletic enough, talented enough (etc., 
etc., etc.). It can become hard to 
distinguish these lies from the truth.  This 
is especially true because they may hear 
these voices all day, every day through 
social media. It’s time for kids to take a 
stand "TOGETHER" and say we don't 
have to listen to those lies and those 
voices anymore, because we have a 
greater voice who calls us His Sons and 
His Daughters! We 
stand "TOGETHER" proclaiming the truth. 
We are stronger “TOGETHER” than we 
ever could be apart, because we are 
members of His Family! 

Space is limited at this retreat. We need to 
submit a registration form for our 
congregation by January 20th if we are 
going to attend. It is sure to be an amazing 
weekend. Please let me know if you would 
like to attend. 
-Jean Belles



I vaguely remember a 

poster in my friend’s 
bedroom when we 

were kids that went 
something like this “I 

know I’m somebody 
because God doesn’t 

make any junk.”

The sentiment is inspiring, and yet at the point 

of despair when one has either failed in life or 
is living through horrible circumstances, one 

may be tempted to think that perhaps God 
made an exception in their case.  What do we 

say to someone who is going through such 
thoughts?  What do we do if we feel that way 

ourselves?

On a recent trip to Fort Worth, Texas I met a 

man while walking who asked for my help.  He 
asked for something that would soon fade 

away, albeit a real material need.  In our 
conversation I asked him a simple question – 

How do you know that God loves you?  
Almost immediately he proclaimed “Because 

Jesus Christ died on the cross.”  Bingo!  He 
had faith in the tangible evidence for a loving 

God.  And it wasn’t something that came from 
inside of himself; rather it was something that 

God had shown him in his word and he clung 
to it in faith in spite of his difficult 

circumstances.

How do you know that God loves you?  It’s a 

question that as we engage our community 

we will hear again and again.  It comes in 

various forms, perhaps one will ask; “How can 
a loving God allow for such suffering?”  Or 

“Why is there injustice in the world if God is 
love?” 

The answer to these questions is met at the 
very foundation of our Christian faith, that God 

demonstrates his love for us in this, that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for 

us.”  (Romans 5:8) We place a cross around 
our neck and adorn our church buildings with 

this horrific form of execution because it is the 
powerful expression of a loving God.  We 

cannot mediate on it too much.  For in the 
cross we understand the seriousness of sin 

and the depth that God is willing to go to 
rescue us from it. 

And yet it doesn’t end at the cross.  The 
empty tomb attests to the resurrection and the 

power of God to complete this loving 
commitment to save mankind.  How do I know 

that God loves me?  I know because God sent 
his Son into this world to suffer and die a 

death on the cross, so that the world would be 
saved through faith in him.  

The cross is the message of the church.  The 
message of the cross and resurrection was 

the transformative gospel message for first 
century Christians. It remains that way for 

twenty-first century believers, and it will 
remain the tie that binds us to a loving God 

throughout all eternity.

The Cross Is Not Junk By Pastor Jim



The First Step In Reaching Your Community

On Sunday, December 2, we are very 
excited about starting a new six-week Bible 

study and sermon series called Prayer: The 
First Step In Reaching Your Community. Led 

by Pastor Tieman, this 
interactive study will meet in 

the sanctuary each Sunday.

As Christians we want to 
have an impact on the 

people in our community.  
We desire to reach people 

with God’s love.  And we know that prayer is 
a great way to get started!  These interactive 

studies use the Lord’s Prayer as a guide to 
equip us to deepen our prayer life and to 

develop new ways to pray for our community.  

In this study, we will discover common prayer 
blocks and how to overcome them, how to 

praise God through a unique pattern called a 
“prayer blitz,” how to develop honest 

communication with God through a letter, 
what it means to pray for our community 

through prayer walking and much more.  
However, this study goes beyond learning 

information about prayer.  It provides creative 
and stimulating activities that will help you 

take prayer from a mundane obligation to an 
enjoyable way of interacting with our Father 

who loves us.  And in so doing, we will find 
new ways to reach our community with that 

love!

Preschool News and Updates

PRAYER:

Greetings Grace Family,

October has come and gone so quickly, it’s hard to believe! This month, 
our staff participated in Collierville’s Fall Festival held at Carriage 
Crossings. It started chilly and ended up sunny! We hope our efforts 
helped get the word out about our child care program. 

This past Tuesday, we had our own Fall Fun Fest for our students and 
families. We were so pleased to see many of you to mingle and help 
serve. We are so appreciative of everyone that donated food and candy.  
A great time was had by all!

Thank you again,
Annie Carney, Director



News From Our Treasurer
Greetings Grace family,  

Our financial situation hasn’t changed 
much over the last several months.  As 
you can see on the embedded charts, our 
cash balance remains mostly flat with 
some decline in July through September 
due largely to higher utility expenses.  
Historically, cash reserves have improved 
a bit in the early part of the calendar year.

Turning to the Operating Statements, 
GCLC (church) receipts and expenses are 
trending favorably - giving/revenue is up 
slightly while expenses were held low.  My 
only caution here is there are several 
looming expenses in our future (parking lot 
restripe and resurface, painting, potential 
plumbing issues, roof leaks, etc.), so we 
can anticipate expenses to rise in the 
future.

The biggest concern is reflected on the 
GCPS (preschool) Operating Statement.  

Revenue (primarily tuition) is trending 
down, and in recent months has dropped 
rather dramatically.  At the same time, 
expenses are trending up, although the 
most recent two months are somewhat 
lower.  Preschool enrollment is currently in 
the low 30’s, and historically our 
breakeven/profitability point is 
approximately double that.

Blessings to all of us as we serve God’s 
Kingdom through Grace Celebration 
Lutheran Church.

Dave Borchardt

Treasurer



This day, if it will 
really be a feast day, 
celebrates the fact 
that this was an 
event of the Holy 
Spirit. If you are not 
able to say that, 
then one really has 
to question why you 
are celebrating it at 
all. The church of 
the late middle ages 

was profoundly sick, from the top to the 
bottom. God raised a large movement of 
reform to deal with that sickness and 
Luther was a spear point in all that, a 
spear hurled at the corrupt heart of a 
broken Church. God split it, killed it in a 
sense, so that he could raise up 
something good in its place. He has 
always been bringing the lofty low so that 
the humble could be raised up. It is just 
His way. 

In the years that followed Luther’s 95 
theses, he would write voluminously. A 
concerted effort at avoiding schism would 
be made. You know the chief document of 
that attempt as the Augsburg Confession. 
It failed. The irenic approach of 
Melanchthon to the Papal and Imperial 
powers would be met with a cold shoulder. 
The Apology to the Augsburg Confession 
is much more pugnacious. Within 17 years 
of its publication Luther would write the 
Smalkald Articles which express his anger 
and frustration at the whole effort to talk 
with Rome. 

But what did not fail, in fact what 
succeeded remarkably, was the 
Catechisms, especially the Small 
Catechism.* The Small Catechism 
profoundly shaped the people of Germany 
and Scandinavia, the Baltic region and 
beyond. Diarmaid MacCulloch wrote a 
history of the time which was simply 
entitled “The Reformation.” He notes that 
the people clamoring for the Reformation 
and Luther’s theological discovery change 
as the Catechism does its work. Initially 
the people who were standing up for 
Luther were the people at the top of the 
social strata, the nobles, public 
intellectuals, and theologians. But a few 
decades later, when the Catholics tried to 
force some cities back into the Catholic 
fold, it was the burgers, petty nobility, and 
middle classes who resisted. Even later, 
during and after the 30 Years War, it was 
peasants who grabbed their pitchforks and 
pruning hooks and stood in the way of the 
Imperial soldiers. They would rather die 
than go back to the old ways of papal 
authority manipulating them spiritually. 
They defended their catechism and 
demanded their preachers instruct them in 
it. 

Reformation Day: 
(Continued from page 1)



Reformation Day: 
(Continued from page 6)
If anything, this day is a celebration of the 

good work the Holy 
Spirit has done and 
continues to do 
through the 
Catechism. The 
picture to the left is 
of John Frederic the 
Magnanimous. He 
was the first 
Lutheran prince who 

was schooled in the catechism and his life 
story is worth sharing. Gracious in defeat, 
he accomplished far more from a prison 
cell as he recovered from his terrible facial 
wound than he ever did as a warrior 
prince. He gave hope to the first 
generation of Lutherans who cut their teeth 
on the catechism and demonstrated to 
them what it meant to be a Christian in that 
context. His Lutheranism was durable. It 
was the sort of faith which brought him 
character in success and strength in 
failure, which encompassed the whole of 
life. 

Lutherans today may simply ask, “Why do 
we celebrate this day?” Do we come to it in 
a way which is triumphalistic – celebrating 
the victory? Do we come to it as a 
penitent? Do we come to it with 
thanksgiving? But thankful for what? The 
eighteenth century literary figure, Dr. 
Samuel Johnson once said that it should 
not be called a reformation but a 
“deformation.” Was he right? As an 
Englishman he was regularly standing in 
the ruins of beautiful churches which had 
been defaced and destroyed by 
reformation inspired iconoclasm and 

hatreds. Is the Reformation a cautionary 
tale, a story we tell again and again so we 
don’t go back there? But who today is 
suggesting that we would go back to 
indulgences and the private mass? Is our 
task to put on our Luther radar hat and find 
those instances where the human nature 
reverts to its basic stance before God – 
buying salvation somehow? 

To look at Catholicism today and make the 
one to one comparison with Luther’s day is 
not a good idea. That said, I will be 
celebrating this day because I think the 
Reformation still matters, not only as an 
important historical event but much more 
importantly as a living movement which 
continues to speak to our generation. 

Some in the Reformation camp ask 
existential questions in this regard. What is 
the difference today? Luther called for 
worship in the language of the people, he 
called for communion in both kinds, he 
called for a reform of the corrupt practices 
of the day, and most of them have been 
addressed. Catholicism still does not have 
married priests. But is that reason enough 
to keep us apart? Why do we even exist 
anymore – hasn’t the Lutheran reformation 
accomplished what it set out to do? 

We have in these pages before said it and 
it bears saying again, the Reformation 
should be celebrated because it was a 
moment in history which is still being felt. 
In that moment God told us that he loves 
us and that he is alive and active in our 
lives and that this is all by his free gift to 
us.



Reformation Day: 
(Continued from page 7)

For someone who has grown up in the 
Roman Catholic dominated world of Latin 
America, the Reformation continues to 
have a resonance which we have often 
lost in the post-denominational North 
American scene. The things for which 
Luther fought are more tenuous than we 
imagine, and they are far more precious 
than we realize. Has Bonheoffer pegged 
us accurately with his accusation that we 
believe in “cheap grace?” His other 
comment was that America was protestant 
without a reformation. If you have spent 
time outside the US in some parts of the 
world, you see people who have not 
experienced the Reformation. The 
Reformation tells us that we are not 
sufficient and God is sufficient. 

I would hope that the Reformation is not 
really about being a Lutheran, but it is the 
celebration of the proclamation of Grace. I 
know Roman Catholics who celebrate 
Luther and the Reformation. I know folks 
in almost every denomination who 
celebrate the good thing that God did in 
the 16th century through the reformers. 
We celebrate the Reformation because of 
Grace! We often forget just how important 
that is and what it is like not to have that 
gift given. 

*If you would like to have a free copy of 
Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation 
for your family, please contact the Church 
Office.

You’re 
invited! 
Grow with us in faith, in 
community and in purpose. 

Discover new small groups 
and classes for adults  
and children of  all ages –  
preschool through high 
school. 

SUNDAYS at 8:45 AM:  

Preschool/K – Learning about 
God from Creation to Jesus’ 
Ascension  
with Tim and Elizabeth Tieman 

1st-5th Grade – God’s word comes 
alive from Creation to Jesus’ 
Miracles  
with Leslie Lynd and Vercatha 
Ford 

6th-8th Grade – Confirmation with 
Pastor Jim Belles 

9th-12th Grade – Tim Tebow’s 
“Shaken” with Carmen Weiser 

Adults – Motivation for Mission 

WEEKLY: (Various Times) 

Men’s Group - Meets every 
Saturday at 7:30 am 

Women’s Group - Meets every 
Tuesday at 10 am 

Collierville Group - Meets 
monthly at various homes. 

The Blessed Group - Meets 
Thursdays at 7 pm at Pastor 
Tieman’s  

Young Married - TBD 

Fantasy Football - TBD


