
GRACE NEWS
Reaching out, caring for, and building up people toward maturity in Christ

OUR MISSION
Grace Celebration Lutheran Church was established in 1993 to “reach out, care for, and build 
people toward maturity in Christ.” Our continuing mission is to joyfully experience the full 
relationship that god offers through Jesus Christ, to live lives empowered by the holy spirit in 
thought, word and deed; and to love and share with others The good news of  Jesus Christ. 

www.gracecelebration.org          901.737.6010     September, 2018

How do you feel now that summer is over?  Well, 
not officially, but according to the idea that Labor 
Day marks the end of the summer season.  Of 
course, we all know its Labor Day based on the 
volume of traffic.  As comic Doug Larson reminds 
us, “If all the cars in the United States were placed 
end to end... it would probably be Labor Day 
Weekend.”

As I reflect back on this past summer, I am amazed 
(and perhaps you are as well) that I am the new 
Pastor here at Grace Celebration.  If someone had 
predicted this a year ago, I would have inquired 
about the medication they were taking! Now I am 
excited about getting to know all of you, the current 
ministry activities going on here, and to work 
together in exploring new possibilities for the 
future.

As the calendar turns from summer to fall, it is a 
great time to dream big dreams and plan boldly, 
and to trust God to “do much, much more than 
anything we can ask or think of” (Eph. 3:20b ERV).  
Now, I don’t know about you, but I have a pretty 
vivid imagination, and I can think of some pretty 
wonderful things to ask God to do here at Grace 
Celebration!  

What about you?  Won’t you join me in starting      
A New Season for Grace?  To that end, we will 
begin a 4-week series of sermons and Bible 

studies, starting on September 9.  The Bible study 
will be conducted in Adult Learning fashion, so that 
we can all plan, brainstorm, and pray together.  
The 4-week series will look like this:

September 9 = Mission Impossible
September 16 = We Need Local Missionaries
September 23 = Are You Going to Talk or Fish?
September 30 = How God Builds His Church

It may still feel hot outside right now, but fall is right 
around the corner, when the harvest season 
culminates with farmers and gardeners harvesting 
their crops.  In many ways, the same thing 
happens in God’s church.  There has to be 
cultivation, planting, and tending of the plants in 
order for there to be a harvest in the fall.   

We will be doing those same kinds of activities 
here at Grace Celebration, only in a spiritual sense.  
That includes cultivating relationships with people 
in our community and circle of influence, sowing 
the seed of the Word of God, nurturing the faith of 
new believers, and reaping the harvest of souls 
that the Holy Spirit has produced.

I can’t wait!

Your partner in the Gospel,
Pastor Tieman

A New Season for Grace



We are happy to welcome our new pastor to our Grace family….  

WELCOME PASTOR TIEMAN

Terry Tieman began his career in 

ministry as a pastor in Michigan and 

Arkansas. He then served for 13 years 

as Mission Executive of the Mid-South 

District of the Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod (LCMS).  

In January 2009, Terry became the 

Executive Director of Transforming 

Churches Network (TCN), which helps 

churches become more effective in 

reaching their communities with the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. TCN’s 

transformation process – which is 

based on Biblical principles and was 

developed through worldwide research 

on effective mission movements and 

pilot projects – has successfully 

changed hundreds of churches from the 

inside out.   

Terry continues to gain front-line 

experience as Pastor at Grace 

Celebration Lutheran Church in 

Memphis, Tennessee, where he began 

serving August 1. He is also the author 

of several books, including Hinges: 

Opening Your Church’s Doors to the 

Community, Catching Vision, Skill 

Builders, People of Passion, 

Discipleship: Following the Master, and 

The Discipleship Journey. 

Terry’s most recent work has led to the 

development of Seasons of Discovery, 

a step-wise church transformation 

process.   

Terry and his wife Becky, have three 

sons and two grandchildren.  Becky 

teaches English Second Language 

classes at Newberry Elementary in 

Memphis. 



Mission Impossible?

God’s Word is very clear about His 
mission for the church.  Shortly before He 
ascended into heaven, Jesus told His 
followers to, “Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.”  (Matthew 
28:19-20a) 

In essence, these are Jesus’ marching 
orders to the church and they haven’t 
changed in 2,000 years.  The message 
from headquarters is clear and precise:  
Go and make disciples!  The question 
isn’t, “what is our mission” but rather “will 
we accept the mission”? 

Unfortunately, many in the church today 
think that making disciples isn’t their 
responsibility.  They rationalize by saying 
(or thinking), “that’s the pastor’s job” or 
“I’m not gifted in evangelism” or “I don’t 
have enough training” or     
fill in the blank with your own excuse.  
Personally, I think the biggest reason we 
don’t take Jesus command to make 
disciples more seriously is because we 
are afraid!  We are afraid of rejection; we 
are afraid that people will say ‘no’; or 
worse, they will say ‘yes’ and then what do 
we do? 

In each episode of the Mission Impossible 
movies, Ethan Hunt is always given a very 
difficult assignment with the caveat: your 
mission should you choose to accept it… 

Of course, he always accepts it and then 
finds some kind of miraculous, spine-
tingling way to accomplish the mission. 

What about you?   Will you choose to 
accept the mission Jesus has given to 
you, or is it simply a mission impossible?   
Will you share the love of Jesus with your 
friends and neighbors, will you serve 
Jesus using the gifts He has given you, 
will you offer your minds and your bodies 
as instruments of His righteousness?  

Before you answer, I want to invite you 
to hear my message on Sunday, 
September 9, entitled Mission 
Impossible.  We are going to watch a clip 
of Tom Cruise in his movie, Mission 
Impossible, Rogue Nation and then see 
how that applies to our church’s mission of 
going and making disciples. And then I’m 
going to give you an assignment and ask 
you whether or not you will accept your 
mission. Oh, and spoiler alert, I will also 
show you a miraculous, spine-tingling way 
to accomplish that mission. 

Hint:  Your mission should you choose to 
accept it…is not impossible, because with 
God nothing is impossible! 

Looking forward to carrying out God’s 
mission with you, I am, 
 Your partner in the Gospel, 

Pastor Tieman 

Your mission should you choose to accept it…



Preschool News
There is so much going on at the Preschool.  We 

have been busy bees getting ready for relicensing 
and the star quality assessment.  The administrative 

portion is done and the program evaluation will be on 
September 6th.  Lots of prayers appreciated.  We 

have welcomed 3 new staff members to our team 
and we are excited to have Elesha Phillips (floater/

toddler assistant), Kayla Smith (floater/nursery 
assistant), Angela Hicks (floater/sub), and 

Sandra Stout (Pre-K teacher).

September 10th is the kick off of our brand new 
curriculum, "Frog Street Press"! We are so excited to 

incorporate this curriculum which covers all of the 
Early Learning Developmental Standards and comes 

with a variety of teaching tools. Parents are going to 

love it, too!
Back to School Night is September 11th from 

5:00-6:00.  We our touring up a storm and have 
enrolled some new students.  We look forward to 

everything the Lord has in store for Grace 
Celebration

In His Service,
Annie Carney

Director

You’re 
invited! 
Grow with us in faith, in 
community and in purpose! 

Discover new small groups 
and classes for adults  
and children of  all ages –  
preschool through high 
school. 

SUNDAYS:  
Preschool/K – Learning about 
God from Creation to Jesus’ 
Ascension  
with Tim and Elizabeth Tieman 

1st-5th Grade – God’s word 
comes alive from Creation to 
Jesus’ Miracles  
with Leslie Lynd and Vercatha 
Ford 

6th-8th Grade – Confirmation with 
Pastor Jim Belles 

9th-12th Grade – Tim Tebow’s 
“Shaken” with Carmen Weiser 

Adults – A New Season for 
Grace with Pastor Terry Tieman 

WEEKLY:  
Men’s Group - Meets every 
Saturday at 7:30 am 

Women’s Group - Meets every 
Tuesday at 10 am 

Collierville Group - Meets 
monthly at various homes. 

Cordova/ Bartlett Group - Meets 
Thursdays at 7 pm at Pastor 
Tieman’s  

Young Married - TBD 

Fantasy Football - TBD



An actor is about to play a scene that requires 
great feeling and emotion.  To play a character 
of great dimension the actor calls on the director 
and asks “What’s my motivation?”  Once the 
motivation is clear to the actor, the emotion and 
feeling expressed is more easily understood.
Our motivation speaks to our passion.  Why do 
we do what we do?  If we are passionate about 
something it shows up in our actions and 
conversation.  It’s not hard to understand why 
someone is passionate about something once 
we understand what motivates them.

Are you motivated by the love God 
demonstrated by his death on the cross to 
redeem sinners like you and me?  Does Christ’s 
sacrifice for you personally, one of billions who 
have ever lived, so that you may have eternal 
life, motivate you to love God in return?  Of 
course, as Christians that motivation is 
something that the Holy Spirit creates in us 
daily.  It is a by-product of our baptism and also 
when we read the word of God.  

There are three questions to ask.  1)  Do you 
love Jesus and want others to know Him and 
love Him?  2)  Do you love this congregation 
and have a deep desire for your church to be 
everything that God wants it to be?  3)  Do you 
care about the people who live in this 
community, especially those who don’t know 
Jesus and His love for them?

If you answered yes to those questions, then 
perhaps God is calling you to be part of Grace 
Celebration’s People of Passion!  The People of 

Passion group is forming within our church to 
engage the community with the love of Christ.

What do People of Passion do? Very simply put, 
they join together in activities that will help our 
church open doors for the Gospel into our local 
community.  So People of Passion are kind of 
like hinges!  They help our church discover 
creative ways to open new doors into our 
community.  Without hinges, church doors are 
nothing more than walls.  Equipped with hinges, 
however, the doors of the church can swing 
open to unlimited opportunities for reaching lost 
people with the Gospel.  

What are the kinds of activities does People of 
Passion engage in?  Prayer walking, community 
surveying, service projects and outreach events.  
Ultimately, we hope to engage the community in 
talking about the gospel, but that takes time and 
intentional effort.

September is our month to begin.  We are 
forming People of Passion and you are invited 
to join us.  Our first activity is prayer walking.  If 
you are interested, then please contact me or 
Pastor Terry.  Have no fear!  We’re in this 
together and God is with us in every way!  

Gods Blessings, 

Pastor Jim Belles

People of Passion
Together, with God’s help, we can do incredible things…
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6:30 PM 
Alzheimer’s 
Educational 
Forum

RALLY 
SUNDAY!

7:30 AM Men’s 
Bible Study

7:30 AM Men’s 
Bible Study

7:30 AM Men’s 
Bible Study
5PM Grace 
Group Gathering 
at Chasteens

7:30 AM Men’s 
Bible Study

LABOR DAY

10 AM Ladies 
Bible Study

10 AM Ladies 
Bible Study

10 AM Ladies 
Bible Study

6  PM Worship 
Team Practice
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Team Practice

6  PM Worship 
Team Practice

Celebrations in September 

9/4 Lorna Miller
9/5 Susan Woolley
9/9 Ashton Drake
9/11 Jim Belles
9/11 Dianne Dodson
9/13 Graflin Booth
9/13 Christina Bradley

9/15 Darian Chasteen
9/24 Leslie Lynd
9/27 Annie Carney
9/27 Cullen Lynd
9/27 Leanne Chasteen
9/28 Michelle Chasteen

Happy Birthday!

5 PM  Back to 
School Night 


