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thought, word and deed; and to love and share with others the good news of  Jesus Christ. 
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Everyone, at some point, asks this question. 
It can come at moments of sterile reflection 
or in times of deep despair. “God, if You are 
there, why don’t You show Yourself to me?” 
In this confusing world where authenticity is 
so elusive, it seems like we cannot connect 
to God.  

We could not connect to God, but the good 
news is that God connects with us. He has 
been doing this from the beginning in 
amazing ways. The most direct way God 
connected to us is when He became one of 
us in Jesus Christ. When Jesus was on this 
earth, He was the very revelation of God as 
He taught and healed and loved.  

Then to restore our connection to God, 
which had been shattered because of sin; on 
the cross, Jesus willingly paid the penalty for 
our sins—in His own death! This is the most 
authentic, startling and determined love the 
world could have ever imagined.  

Now God connects to us by revealing 
Himself in the Bible. This God-given book 
has an amazing story. It tells of God’s 
constant and compassionate work to restore 
our relationship with Him.  

God Connects wants to share that story with 
you. God Connects is a course that tells this 

unique, unequaled story. Whether you do 
not believe in Christ as Savior or want to 
deepen your faith in Him, as you delve into 
God Connects you will explore what the 
Bible says about this remarkably loving God, 
and how this love gives direction and 
meaning to your life today and forever.  

So let’s get started ....  

The class begins Sunday, February 24th 
during the Bible Class hour (8:45 am – 9:45 
am).  We will be meeting in the Sanctuary (at 
the end where the round tables are set up).  

If you are new to Grace Celebration, the 
Christian Faith, or have been a Christian your 
whole life, this class is for you!  I have been a 
Pastor over 35 years now.  Of all the things I 
do in ministry, teaching this class and getting 
to know the people is the most rewarding. 

Many Blessings, 

Rev. Dr. Terry Tieman 

P.S.  If you would like to preview the videos 
and discussion questions that we will be 
using in the class, please go to http://
www.lhm.org/godconnects/default.asp. 

God, Are You There? 
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To make it possible for everyone to attend church on Sunday, February 24th, 
we are going to have a special “No Excuse Sunday.” Our goal is to 
eliminate every possible excuse anyone may have for not attending worship 
that Sunday. 

No Excuse Sunday - Feb. 24th

•Cots & Pillows will be placed in the foyer for those who can only sleep 
in on Sundays. 
•We will have helmets & lightning rods for those who say, “The roof will 
cave in.” 
•A putting green will be furnished for those who like to play golf on 
Sunday, and a fishing pond will be available for those who can only get 
away to fish on the Lord’s Day. 

To find out if your favorite excuse (or your neighbor’s) is covered, you 
will have to attend church with us on February 24!  We’re even going to 
have a TV News Reporter come and do an expose on why people don’t 
go to church on Sunday!  You will not want to miss worship on this 
special Sunday…or any Sunday for that matter.   

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another…” (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

Keep your sense of humor….and 
Invite your friends! 



Visioning Day February 16, 2019

You have saved up your money, you have 
coordinated your vacation days with the kids’ 
school break, you have studied all the 
brochures, you have bought the tickets, you 
have reserved hotel rooms—and now you and 
your family are off to Disneyworld.  This trip did 
not just appear on the horizon like today’s 
weather; it was the greatly anticipated 
culmination of plans and activities that led up to 
this day.  It will be expensive, requiring some 
sacrifices on the part of each member of the 
family, so you won’t be able to afford the very 
best hotel or get to see every attraction.  There 
will be differences of opinions as to which 
attractions to visit, and some compromise and 
concessions will be required.  All in all, however, 
it will be worth all the effort. 

Before any plans were laid out for this great 
experience, there was a vision: we are going to 
Disneyworld!  This was a vision the entire family 
could get behind.  Dad could see himself behind 
the camera as the kids engaged people in Disney 
costumes.  Jenny could see herself going ‘round 
and ‘round in giant revolving tea cups, while 
Bret was setting his sights on more dignified 
pursuits at Epcot.  Mom was setting aside funds 
for some break-away time from the souvenir 
stands to do some more serious shopping.  The 
details of the hoped-for experience were diverse, 
but the vision was clear. 

Churches also have visions of where they are 
going.  And like the Orlando-bound family, the 
trip should be exciting and have goals for the 
greater good of all who are involved.  Likewise 
there will be careful planning and expense 
involved; there will be details to agree upon; 
some compromise and alignment of values will 

be needed in order to get to a wonderfully 
anticipated destination.   

What is Vision? 

Stated very simply, vision is “a clear picture of a 
preferred future.”  Most churches, however, like 
most people, think of vision in a general way—
doing good things, carrying out good activities, 
fulfilling the general mandates of the Bible.  
They see the big biblical principles or purposes 
of the church and try to move in that direction.  
The problem, however, is that those principles 
and purposes are so broad that it is impossible 
to accomplish all of them, let alone to accurately 
measure if you are actually hitting any of those 
broad targets.  Like my father used to tell me 
when we went bird hunting, “aim at everything 
and you will hit nothing!” 

Vision points to a very specific future direction 
and target(s) for the local church.  We will be 
doing our best to identify that direction and 
target(s) for our church on Saturday, February 
16, from 9 am to 3 pm.  We will prayerfully 
examine all the information we have gathered 
from Prayer Walking, Community Surveys, 
Leader Interviews, and Demographics and come 
to a consensus on what our mission focus will be 
over the next 3-5 years.   
This will be a seminal day in the history of our 
church, and it is important that as many people 
as possible attend.  Be praying now that the 
Holy Spirit will guide us to discover our unique, 
God-given vision for Grace Celebration 
Lutheran Church. 

See you on February 16th! 
Pastor Tieman 

Pastor Belles 



You’re invited! 
Grow with us in faith, in community 
and in purpose. 

• Sunday school for All: 8:45 am 

• Sunday Worship: 10 am 

• Ladies Bible Study: Tuesday 10 am 

• Small Group: Thursday at 7 pm 
(location varies. Ask Pastor.) 

• Mens Bible Study: Saturday 7:30 am

Offerings:  

• January 2019 Offerings: $24,466 

• January 2018 Offerings: $21,3666 

Readers This Month 

• Feb. 3 - Steve P. 

• Feb. 10 - John D. 

• Feb. 17 - Beverly N. 

• Feb. 24 - Ann S. 

Preschool News
Greetings from Grace 
Celebration Preschool, 

We are all still in reactive mode 
due to the recent decision to 
transfer our license to the YMCA.   

We feel positive about the 
partnership. Kirsten has been a 
phenomenal presence for us and 
we really appreciate her 
diligence. Change is scary, but 
inevitable and we are going to 
trust in the Lord and seek his 
counsel through prayer.   

We have enrolled 10 kids this 
month and we think it will only go 
up from here with the ability to 
strategize and market our center.   

We had a visit from Ms. Pearly, 
our program evaluator on 
Thursday, Jan. 24th. It was a 
pleasant visit and violation free! 
We ask the congregation to pray 
for us as we make this transition. 

In His Service, 
Annie Carney 
Director 



By Leslie Lynd, Secretary

President 
• Shawn Weiser.                        

Vice President 
• Jeff Miller 

Treasurer 
• David Borchardt   
               
Secretary 
• Leslie Lynd 

Church Properties Ministry Team 
• Steve Podawiltz-chairman 
• Darin Drake 

Ministry of Church Care 
• Les Weiser-chairman 
• Ron Lynd, Bill Chasteen  

Ministry of Education and Youth 
• Jean Belles, chairman 
• Ann Sands, Vercatha Ford 

Ministry of Outreach 
• Denise Miller, chairman 

Board Update - Voters Meeting

MINISTRY TEAMS AND CHURCH BOARD NOMINATIONS  

TRANSFER OF PRESCHOOL OPERATIONS TO YMCA 
Treasurer David Borchardt reviewed financial situation in regards to the preschool. 
Student numbers still extremely low. The financial loss is unsustainable. We are losing 
over $6000/ mo. 
Vote to transfer operations to YMCA effective March 5, 2019 was approved 
unanimously. 

PASTOR TIEMAN CONTRACT RENEWAL  
Six month contract renewal approved.  

January 16, 2019 



By Dave Borchardt 

Treasurer’s Report

As of December 2018 (most 
recent statements available) cash 
balances are $102,452, down 
from $121,141 at the beginning 
of our fiscal year commencing 
August 1.  That’s an average drop of 
$3,738 a month, however, the 
decline began in June when we had 
about $140,000+ in cash.  So from 
that point in time, our monthly drop 
has averaged around $6,333. 

December was a relatively good 
month for the church.  Total 
receipts were $28,593 and expenses 
were held to $17,866, even with 3 
payroll periods.  Net proceeds then 
were $10,727 positive for the month 
and are $34,369 positive YTD. 

The numbers aren’t nearly as 
good for our preschool.  
December revenue was $20,069 
while expenses were $45,534 with 
much of the expense due to the 
third payroll.  Net loss for December 
was -$25,465 and is -$75,716 YTD.  
Combined, Grace Celebration lost -
$14,735 in December and has lost -
$41,342 YTD. 

As I write, discussions continue 
with the YMCA of the Mid-South 
to assume operation of the 
preschool.  This is an amazing 
answer to prayer.  YMCA leaders 
shared they have been praying for 
an opportunity in the Cordova area 
to serve families and children, and of 
course we have been praying for 
direction in our ministry.  It was after 
meetings began we realized we 
were praying for the same thing and 
just didn’t know it.  God’s 
providence is awesome and His love 
abounds.   

This partnership will likely ease 
our financial strain/decline but it’s 
about so much more than money, 
in fact it’s not about money at all.  
It is about ministry, serving families 
and community.  Finances are simply 
a means to accomplish ministry, 
both for the YMCA and for Grace 
Celebration.  

Praise God!  Thank you for your 
steadfast support of the Grace 
Celebration Lutheran Church 
ministry!  Please continue to keep 
Grace and your opportunities to 
serve in your prayers. 

Blessings,  
Dave 


