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In 3-5 years, what will Grace 
Celebration Lutheran Church 
look like?  What kind of 
ministries will there be?  What 
kind of people?  How many?  
What will be different than today?  
What will be the same?  While we 
can’t answer all of these 
questions definitively, we can 
chart the course for our church as 
we seek God’s unique vision for 
the future. 

Please join Pastor Tieman and 
the leaders of Grace as 
together we strive toward 
Catching Vision:  Seeing a 
New Future for Our Church.  
This is the name of the new 
Sunday morning Bible study 
that we will begin on January 
13.  By studying the story of 
Nehemiah and his quest to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
we will also gain insight and 
direction for catching a 
powerful vision for 
our mission 
and ministry 
here at Grace, 
for 2019 and 
beyond. 



New Bible Study begins Thursday, January 10, and will meet for 8 weeks.  
First session will be at the home of Pastor and Becky Tieman, 1736 Edgeburg 
Lane, Cordova, and begin at 7 pm.

DISCIPLESHIP: FOLLOWING THE MASTER 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Jesus started a grassroots Gospel movement that shook the world 
2,000 years ago and continues to grow like a tsunami in many parts 
of the world today! But not so much here in North America… Why? 
Could it be because we are overlooking the simple, but profound, 
kingdom principles that Jesus taught his first disciples?  

The principles Jesus presented (often in parable form) constitute 
the basic job description for making and multiplying disciples in 
fulfillment of his Great Commission…and they still work today! 
Learn how to apply the methods that Jesus taught and modeled 
and start making reproducing disciples, just as Jesus did! 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY: TUESDAYS 10 AM
"James, Mercy Triumphs" by Beth Moore. Be inspired to 
put your faith into action in practical ways as you get to 
know both the man and the Book of James. Topics explored 
include: joy, hardship, faith, wisdom, single-mindedness, 
the tongue, humility, prayer, and more.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: SATURDAYS 7:30 AM 
By studying book of Mark led by Francis Chan, you will 
learn about the historic Holy Land sites where the Gospel 
narrative took place. 



I JUST SEE IT!
Great visionaries have the ability to 
see into the future and with an 

unwavering 
spirit 
communicate 
their vision to 
others.  Of 
course, no one 

wants to get behind a vision that leads 
to life worse off than before; however, 
leading a vision is all about convincing 
people that if we take a new direction 
it will lead us all to a better place.  

In the life of the church our ultimate 
vision is the joy of our salvation from 
eternal death through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  A future of judgement and the 
finality of death are despairing.  And 
yet, the vision of the Christian is hope 
in the resurrection of Jesus. 

In Proverbs 29:18 we are told “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish…”  
This is true at so many levels.  In any 
organization visioning is vital to ensure 
a future despite change.  It is also true 
in how God reaches down to us to 
rescue us from sin and death.  In God’s 
word he provides his vision for 
salvation.  Our faith or belief in that 
vision to have the power to overcome 
our sinful situation is critical. 

And so we begin a visioning process 
for our church.  This will require us to 
acknowledge that change is inevitable 
as we respond to God’s call to make 
disciples, baptizing in his name.  Our 
personal interactions with people will 
require us to share God’s gospel 
solution for sinners.  In our visioning 
process we examine how to best 
enable our church to fulfill this call. 

Please remember this psychological 
aspect.  Some personality types are 
wired more easily for visionary 
discussions than others.  Be patient 
with one another.  Some struggle with 
seeing the benefits of a new direction 
or the future, while others are 
energized and engage almost 
effortlessly.  One is not better than the 
other, rather it a reflection of the 
variety of gifts that God has given us.  
Patience, care, love and respect are 
vital.  We need everyone to engage in 
this process at whenever speed they 
can muster.  

So, if one is more readily able to say “I 
just see it!” while another is looking 
puzzled, than that’s ok.  In fact, it’s 
normal.  Our ability to communicate 
with one another throughout the 
process is the key, so that in the end 
we all can see the vision and move 
forward.         

By Pastor Jim Belles



You’re 
invited! 
Grow with us in faith, in 
community and in purpose. 

Discover new small groups 
and classes for adults  
and children of  all ages –  
preschool through high 
school. 

SUNDAYS at 8:45 AM:  

Preschool/K – Learning about 
God from Creation to Jesus’ 
Ascension  

1st-5th Grade – God’s word 
comes alive from Creation to 
Jesus’ Miracles  
with Leslie Lynd and Vercatha 
Ford 

6th-8th Grade – Confirmation with 
Pastor Jim Belles 

9th-12th Grade – with Carmen 
Weiser 

Adults – Catching Vision 

WEEKLY: (Various Times) 

Men’s Group - Meets every 
Saturday at 7:30 am 

Women’s Group - Meets every 
Tuesday at 10 am. Studying Beth 
Moore’s, “James, Mercy 
Triumphs.” 

The Blessed Group - Meets 
Thursdays at 7 pm at Pastor 
Tieman’s  

Preschool News Youth News
The new year is in full swing at the 
preschool.  We are busy getting 
everything changed over from 
Christmas themes to winter themes.  
There are so many fun topics during 
winter. We are so excited to see what 
the kids get to learn.  

We have had a ton of interest in 
enrollment and so far have had 5 new 
kids start and a potential for 2 more. The 
Lord is blessing us! 

Hello Grace family and friends!  

We have a group of our youth 
planning to attend the LCMS 
National Youth Gathering in July of 
this year, and we need your help!  

For the next several months we will 
be raising funds for the trip. Please 
support our youth, as you are able. 
And be sure to look for your 
opportunity to purchase time-
saving freezer meals in February.  

-Jean Belles



By Dave Borchardt, Treasurer
Greetings Grace family.   

Our financial situation hasn’t changed much over the last several months.  As you can see on 
the embedded charts, our cash balance remains mostly flat with some decline in July through 
September due largely to higher utility expenses.  Historically, cash reserves have improve a 
bit in the early part of the calendar year. 

Financial Update

Turning to the Operating Statements, GCLC (church) receipts and expenses are trending 
favorably - giving/revenue is up slightly while expenses were held low.  My only caution here 
is there are several looming expenses in our future (parking lot restripe and resurface, 
painting, potential plumbing issues, roof leaks, etc.), so we can anticipate expenses to rise in 
the future. 

The biggest concern is reflected on the GCPS (preschool) Operating Statement.  Revenue 
(primarily tuition) is trending down, and in recent months has dropped rather dramatically.  
At the same time, expenses are trending up, although the most recent two months are 
somewhat lower.  Preschool enrollment is currently in the low 30’s, and historically our 
breakeven/profitability point is approximately double that. 

Blessings to all of us as we serve God’s Kingdom through Grace Celebration Lutheran 
Church. 


