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Reaching out, caring for, and building up people toward maturity in Christ

OUR MISSION
Grace Celebration Lutheran Church was established in 1993 to “reach out, care for, and build 
people toward maturity in Christ.” Our continuing mission is to joyfully experience the full 
relationship that God offers through Jesus Christ, to live lives empowered by the Holy Spirit in 
thought, word and deed; and to love and share with others the good news of  Jesus Christ. 
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After months of preparation, prayer, 
and anticipation, nearly 30 people 
from our church gathered together on 
Saturday, February 16, to discern God’s 
unique vision for Grace Celebration 
Lutheran Church.  And, of course, God 
showed up!  And helped us identify 
our major targets and strategies for 
reaching the Cordova community with 
the Gospel of Christ over the next 3-5 
years. 

Our top priority will be to reach out 
and connect with Promising Families.  
They are: 

• Young couples with children in 
starter homes living child-
centered lifestyles.  

• Millennials (under 35) living in 
affordable new subdivisions.  

• Most of the adults are recently 
married, new to the workforce 
and raising young children, who 
are mostly of pre-school age.  

• Homes are characterized by a 
computer in the family room, a 
trampoline in the backyard and 
an SUV and multiple bikes in the 
garage.  

Our next priority is a group called 
Suburban Style.  They are: 

• Middle-aged, ethnically-mixed 
suburban families and couples 
earning upscale incomes. 

• Concentrated in suburban 
neighborhoods, these house-
holds are in the middle 
childrearing phase of their lives, 
coping with growing families, 
mid-level careers and monthly 
mortgage payments.  

Visioning Day: Results

(Continued on page 3)



It’s not too late to join us on Sunday mornings 
at 8:45 am for God Connects! 

You’re 
invited! 
Grow with us in faith, in community 
and in purpose. 

• Sunday school for All: 8:45 am 

• Sunday Worship: 10 am 

• Ladies Bible Study: Tuesday 10 am 

• Small Group: Thursday at 7 pm 
(location varies. Ask Pastor.) 

• Mens Bible Study: Saturday 7:30 am 

Lenten Services Starting Ash 
Wednesday, March 6th through April 
10th. Dinner begins at 6 pm, Worship 
at 6:45 pm. 

February Offerings: $23,762 

February Bank Balance: $88,414.58 

Readers This Month 

• March 3 - Judy 

• March 10 - Ashley or Ann 

• March 17 - Cato 

• March 24 - Darin 

• March 31 - Miguel or John

We meet in the Sanctuary (at the end where the round tables are set up). 

God Connects is a course that tells the unique, unequaled story of how God reached out 
to connect with each one of us. Whether you are a new believer in Christ, have been a 

Christian all your life, or want to deepen your faith in Him, as you delve into God 
Connects you will explore what the Bible says about this remarkably loving God, and 

how this love gives direction and meaning to your life today and forever. 

P.S.  If you would like to preview the videos and discussion questions that we will be 
using in the class, please go to http://www.lhm.org/godconnects/default.asp.

http://www.lhm.org/godconnects/default.asp
http://www.lhm.org/godconnects/default.asp


Visioning Day: Results (cnt.)

• These 30 & 40 some-things (Gen 
Xers) have rich leisure lives. 
They spend a lot of their free 
time engaged in sports like 
baseball, basketball, swimming 
and biking.  

How will we reach them?  By 
experimenting with a number of 
needs-meeting ministries, such as: 

Promising Families:  

• Alternative Worship Times & 
Venues, e.g., Weekend 
Evenings; On the Berm 

• Partner with the YMCA, Cordova 
Elementary, Bert Ferguson 
Park, et al, to serve & build 
relationships with parents & 
their children 

• Weekend Childcare/Activities for 
Children & Families 

• Mission Trips 
• Excellent Nursery/Children’s 

Church 
• Interest Groups 

• Fantasy Sports Leagues 
• Pub Nights/Craft 

Beverages 
• Sports Watch Parties 

Suburban Style: 

• Sincere, Spiritual Worship 
(Ancient Future) 

• Movie Nights 
• Game Nights 
• Outings & Trips 
• Big Brother/Big Sister 

• Service Projects/Events 
• Weekly Youth Program 

• Tutoring/Time to Study 
• Games 
• Food 
• Bible Study/Worship led 

by Youth 
• Interest Groups (Adults) 

•  Fantasy Sports 
Leagues 

•  Pub Nights/Craft 
Beverages 
Sports Watch Parties 

Over the next weeks and months, Grace’s 
various Ministry Teams will be putting 
together a comprehensive Strategic Plan 
to carry out this new Vision for our church.  
In addition, your pastors and leaders will be 
sharing many opportunities, stories, and 
blessings that we will be experiencing as a 
result of being in alignment with God’s 
Mission & Vision.  In the meantime, be 
praying about where you can get involved 
and what your ministry role will be. 

Your partner in the Gospel, 

Pastor Terry Tieman 



Gospel Generosity 
By Pastor Jim and our friends at 
GracePoint Lutheran 

At the formation of the church we 
have a beautiful picture of a 
fledgling community of believers 
who were overwhelmed by the 
grace of God through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The 
book of Acts gives us a window into 
the heart of the people and their 
sense of generosity for one another.  
These early Christian responded to 
the gift of salvation and the 
direction of the Holy Spirit in ways 
that were uncharacteristic of the 
world around them.   

In the Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47 
(ESV); Luke, the author of Acts, tells 
us; “And they devoted themselves 
to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.  And 
awe came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles.  
And all who believed were together 

and had all things in common.  
And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. And day by 
day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God 
and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were 
being saved.” 

What a powerful demonstration of 
how the church functions, devoted 
to the word of God, sharing the 
sacraments, the very means of God’s 
grace, and in brotherly love 
attending to each other’s needs.  
Luke tells us that “the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who 
were being saved.”  

Even now our generosity as 
Christians extends beyond our own 
needs. We are part of a universal 
church and for our LCMS friends at 

(Continued on page 6)



Feed Your Family and Support our Youth! 

Freezer Meals Ready! 

A group of excited teens from Grace Celebration will join 25,000 other Lutheran 
youth in Minneapolis this July to attend the 2019 LCMS National Youth 
Gathering. The theme of this year’s Gathering is:  Real.Present.God. 

Please join us in praying that this group of kids will have an 
amazing experience as they come together as a community of 
God’s people, learning more about their faith and their Lutheran 
identity and being encouraged to live out their faith in their daily 
lives. 

The cost of attending the Gathering is approximately $1000 per 
person. This week we kicked off a Freezer Meal fundraiser to help 
raise costs for our kids to attend. We are selling pre-made dinner 
and breakfast casseroles, stored in the church freezer and ready 
to take home today! 

The cost is as follows: 

Poppy Seed Chicken  Small - $15.00  Large - $25.00 
Chicken Pot Pie   Small - $18.00  Large - $30.00 
White Chicken Lasagna  Small - $16.00  Large - $28.00 
Mississippi Sin Quiche  Small - $18.00 
Egg Cups (pre-cooked)  $14.00/bag of 9 

We accept cash or check as payment, but please write YOUTH on the memo line 
of your check made out to Grace Celebration. Place your payment in the black 
mailbox located on the center island in the church kitchen, near the freezer.  



Gospel Generosity (cnt.)

GracePoint Church in Munford, 
Tennessee, God has opened a door 
to expand their ministry to the 
people of Tipton County.  God 
wants to “add to their number day 
by day those who saved.”  

How can we help?  I’ll let our 
GracePoint friends tell their story.  
“GracePoint began in 2016 with a 
small group meeting in the cafeteria 
of Munford Middle School for 
worship, study and fellowship.  The 
congregation has definitely grown 
since that time and expanded with 
many programs to connect their 
community with Christ.  GracePoint’s 
pastor, Rev. Dan Hawkins, and the 
congregation have a big vision for 
the ministry’s future.  The 
congregation is ready to take a big 
step and move GracePoint’s ministry 
forward—in faith.  As a young 
ministry, led by an experienced 
pastor who has planted his fair 
share of churches, GracePoint is 
asking the local community of 

Lutherans to help them take their 
next step.” 

In the near future look for more 
information on how we can help.  
Pastor Dan is planning to visit our 
congregation to share with us their 
exciting plans.  The wonderful thing 
is we can be a part of it too, as we 
witness God’s growth to our church 
simultaneously as well.  Our God 
has no limit to accomplish his will 
for “He owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills (Psalm 50:10)!”  In the 
meantime, please check out the 
church on Facebook (GracePoint 
Church-Munford TN) and Twitter 
(@GPCMunford) or by visiting their 
website at gpcmunford.org.” 

http://gpcmunford.org
http://gpcmunford.org


We have several exciting and creative opportunities for worship 
during the upcoming Lenten season.

Lenten Worship Opportunities

On Sunday mornings (and during Holy Week), we will be sharing a series called THE 
STONES OF LENT.  Each week will feature a different stone that played a prominent 
role in Scriptures.  As a remembrance of the lesson taught by that particular stone, each 
family will receive a small stone to take home each week, with a descriptive word written 
on the stone.  In addition, there will be a weekly drama, featuring neighbors conversing 
over a wooden fence, ala Tim Allen in Home Improvement.

For our Mid-week Services, which begin with Ash Wednesday, on March 6, there will 
be a dramatic presentation of a site or scene from Jesus’ Passion.  Entitled LET’S 
WALK TOGETHER THROUGH LENT, these 1-man plays will be presented by our 
own Les Weiser.  Each Wednesday worship opportunity will be preceded by a Family 
Dinner, beginning at 6 pm.  Worship is at 6:45 pm.



Happy Celebrations!

Birthdays 

Kerry Weiser - March 3 

Ashley Lesmes - March 10 

Causaundra Bradley - March 14 

Steve Podawiltz - March 22 

Steve Carney - March 24 

Richard Ott - March 25 

Barb Podawiltz - March 25 

Jennifer Windham - March 30 

Jody Belisle - March 31 

• Plan to help out one Saturday in March (day tbd) with some spring 
cleaning of our shrubs and flower beds.  

• Buy a freezer meal (or three) from the youth. The choices are delicious 
and nutritious. 

• Join one of the many Bible Study groups! Sundays before worship, 
Tuesdays with the ladies, Saturday mornings with the gentleman… so 
many choices!  

Opportunities to Serve and Grow

Anniversaries 

Glenn and Judy Sigler - March 18th


