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Grace Celebration Lutheran Church was established in 1993 to “reach out, care for, and build 
people toward maturity in Christ.” Our continuing mission is to joyfully experience the full 
relationship that God offers through Jesus Christ, to live lives empowered by the Holy Spirit in 
thought, word and deed; and to love and share with others the good news of  Jesus Christ. 
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A STORY ALMOST TOO BIG TO TELL
The year was 1925.  The brilliant 
halfback Red Grange was on the field that 
afternoon and he was absolutely 
spectacular.  On a muddy field in front of 
thousands of screaming fans, he broke 
loose for three touchdowns and set up 
another.  The old hands in the press box 
were pounding away at their typewriters. 

Not Laurence Stallings.  He was in a tizzy.  
He didn’t know what to do.  He paced up 
and down the press box with his hands 
clasped to his head.  “I can’t do it,” he 
wailed.  “I can’t write it.  This story’s too 
big; it’s just too big to tell.” 

That’s the way that I sometimes feel 
about Easter.  “It’s too big.  This story is 
just too big to tell!”  I mean, how do you 
describe something as earth shaking as 
the resurrection of the Son of God?  Let’s 
face it; Easter is a story almost too big to 
tell.  And yet, it must be told, for if Christ is 
not raised from the dead, then our faith is 
in vain.  The Good News, of course, is that 
Jesus did rise from the dead.  Thus, He 
has also guaranteed that we will one day 
rise as well! 

Please take advantage of all the 
opportunities listed to hear the 
“Greatest Story Ever Told” during this 
holy season. 

• Maundy Thursday, April 18 – Celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper featuring Cross Bread 

•

• Good Friday, April 19 – Tenebrae 
Service  

• Tenebrae is Latin for “darkness” 
and is characterized by the 
gradual extinguishing of candles, 
and by a "strepitus" or "loud 
noise" taking place in total 
darkness near the end of the 
service. 

•

• Easter Sunday, April 21 
• Easter Breakfast – 8:30 
• Easter Egg Hunt – 9:15 
• Festival Service – 10:00 

Most importantly, continue to share the 
story of Easter with everyone you can.  
It is a story almost too big to tell.  But it 
can be told, and it must be told--by 
people like you and me! 
Jesus lives!   

Your partner in the Gospel, 
Rev. Dr. Terry Tieman 



Do you feel empty?  The feeling is 
horrible.  Perhaps one of the worst of 
human emotions is a feeling of 
emptiness.  Isolation, despair and a lack 
of hope all come under a feeling of 
emptiness.       

I feel empty too, but, in a different 
way.  Oh sure, I’ve felt all the negative 
emotions, but I’m referring to another 
empty feeling.  The feeling I have at the 
realization of the empty tomb! 

We celebrate the week of Jesus 
Christ’s Passion in April.  The Passion 
of Christ is one of great emotion from 
the triumphal entry into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday, to his interactions with the 
masses and religious leaders, the 
Passover supper, his prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, a trial before 
Pontus Pilate with a conviction leading 
to the cross and his eventual death.  

On Friday they laid him in a tomb and 
sealed it with a great stone! 

On Easter Sunday morning the tomb 
was empty!  

In the book of John chapter 20 we 
are told that Peter and another 
disciple (likely John himself) ran to 
the tomb of Jesus on that Sunday 
morning at the prompting of Mary 
Magdalene.   When they reached the 
tomb Peter entered first.  There he saw 
the linen cloths lying there and the face 
cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, 
not lying with the linen cloths, but 
folded up in a place by itself.   

The other disciple then entered, saw 
the linen cloths and believed.  Grave 
robbers don’t fold cloths, but scatter 
them in haste.  The folding was a 
deliberate act.   

It was an empty feeling the disciples 
felt that day - From sadness to joy!  It 
was a joyful feeling that came when 
faith in the empty tomb was realized. 

Recently, the men’s bible study group 
viewed a segment from Francis 
Chan’s study in Mark as he was 
standing at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem.  In an 
emotional plea, Francis Chan added 
that the good news of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, dying on the cross is “so 
much bigger than every other thing in 
your life.”  Do you live your life thinking 
that way?  Does the cross dominate 
your life?  Does the empty tomb rule 
your thoughts?  

This month as we finish up our Lenten 
season and experience the week of 
Christ’s passion, it’s time to ask God 
for a feeling of emptiness.  Not the 
despairing kind, but the joy that comes 
in knowing that the empty tomb is real 
and with the faith to live our life with 
abandon and freedom, in confidence of 
eternal life and sins forgiven leading to 
a loving relationship with God.      

Empty… By Pastor Jim



Ambassadors of Grace
Did you know that 7 minutes is all you get to make a positive first impression?  It’s true! 
 When guests come onto our campus at Grace, they will know whether or not they are coming 
back within the first seven minutes of making contact with us.  That’s before a single worship 
song is sung and before a single word of the message is uttered! 

Therefore, for their sake and ours, it is imperative that we make a good first impression!  That is 
why we are forming a new specialized Ministry Team that will be the connecting point for people 
coming to Grace in order to help connect them to Christ and His church. 

What are Ambassadors of Grace?  Well, they are: 

1)  Friendly, loving servants of God who have a heart for connecting people to Jesus and His 
Church; 
2)  Ambassadors who strive to make a positive first impression upon guests and a life-long 
impression upon members and regular attenders. 

What do they do? 

1) Greet everyone with a friendly smile and firm handshake; 
2) Answer questions and direct people to the places they need to be and the people they need 
to meet; 
3) Hand out resources, such as bulletins, gifts, and Name Tags; 
4) Collect Contact Information from newcomers; 
5) Pray for the Guests and People coming through the doors of the church each Sunday; 
6) Follow up and get to know their new friends! 

Training for our Ambassadors of Grace will be Sunday, April 14th, @ 11:30 am.  Lunch will 
be provided and the entire experience will last no longer than 1 hour! 

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do”  (Ephesians 2:10). 



Olive Wood Crosses
Have you noticed 
the olive wood 
crosses that are 
available in the 
basket where you 
pick up your 
bulletin on Sunday 
morning?  We have 
been handing these 
out now for a couple of months. The 
idea is to give them a friend, coworker, 
neighbor, or even a stranger.  Of 
course, giving someone an olive wood 
cross also gives you a wonderful 
opportunity to tell that person about 
the meaning of the cross and invite 
him/her to join you in Easter worship at 
Grace! 

What makes this even more special is 
the unique origin of these crosses.  
Here is a little background information 
about these olive wood crosses: 

•  Carved from Olive Trees grown in 
Israel around Bethlehem. 

•  In a shop on Manger Square 
beside the Church of the 
Nativity built over the historical 
site where Jesus Christ was 
born. 

• By two native Christians that 
have been doing so for nearly 
30 years. 

• Over 1.8 million crosses now in 
circulation. 

• Distributed through a ministry 
in Connecticut run by Laird 
and Ann Mortimer for the past 
30 years.  They have visited the 
shop in Bethlehem many times 
and are good friends with the 
owners and carvers. 

• You can order your own supply if 
you want.  Pick up one of the 
postcards in the entryway at 
church for instructions on how 
to do so. 

• They are not expensive in dollars 
(100 for $40 delivered) but 
priceless in their meaning and 
effect on the giver and the 
recipient. 

How many crosses can you hand out 
this week?  With how many people 
this week can you share the Good 
News of what happened on the Cross 
of Calvary (and the empty tomb) 
2,000 years ago?  How much of a 
kingdom difference can you make by 
handing out crosses and sharing the 
Good News of Jesus?  (Answer: an 
eternal difference!) 



FOR HEALING
Saturday 
May 3rd

And Teaching Others to Pray

PRAYING

9 am - NoonEver wonder how to pray 
for people who are sick? 
While there is no set formula 
or set words that bring 
results, Bill Dasch Ministries 
will help you examine models 
of prayers and empower you 
to pray for healing. Learn 
how to pray like the early 
disciples.

Grace Celebration
Lutheran 
8601 Trinity Road
Cordova, TN 
901.737.6010
www.gracecelebration.org

YOU WILL LEARN: 

• The Biblical basis for praying for 
healing – How the Earliest Disciples 
Learned to Pray. How They Prayed

• History, Martin Luther, and Praying 
for the sick

• A Sample Three Step Prayer Model

• When Healing Doesn’t Come

• God’s Will and Prayer

• Praying Do’s and Don’ts

• Prayer Immersion for Difficult Issues



Announcements

Cookies, Coffee and Crosses  
Starting at 4:30 until 5:30pm on Thursday, 
April 11th, we will be handing out goodies 
to our daycare parents and children. If you 
are interested in helping, please let Pastor 
Terry know.  

GracePoint Church Welcome Home 
Banquet - Saturday, May 4. Check email 
for easy registration or online church 
calendar at: www.gracecelebration.org/
new-events 

Thank you to all who helped with the 
church clean up. The parking lot holes 
were filled and many projects were 
completed. Your help is greatly 
appreciated.  

Sign up in the Narthex to reserve your 
Easter Lily for $10 per plant.  

Looking for volunteers to donate filled 
Easter eggs for our annual Easter egg 
hunt. Please put donations in bin located in 
Narthex. If you have questions, speak with 
Beverly Nathan.  

SAVE THE DATE 
April 14 - Ambassadors of Grace 
Training at  11:30 am. 

April 18th - Maundy Thursday 
Worship at 6:30 pm 

April 19th - Good Friday Worship 
at 6:30 pm 

April 21st - Easter (Breakfast at 
8:30 am, Egg hunt at 9:15 am, 
Worship at 10 am) 

May 4th - Healing Prayer Workshop 
at 9 am till noon 

May 4th - GracePoint Banquet 

May 5th - Healing Worship Service 

June 17-21 - Lutheran Youth Camp 
for 3-7th grades 

July 10-16th - National Youth 
Gathering 

July 22-26th - Vacation Bible 
School 

APRIL READERS 
April 7 - Beverly  

April 14 - Ashley or Miguel 

April 21 - Steve 

April 28 - Judy 

http://www.gracecelebration.org/new-events
http://www.gracecelebration.org/new-events
http://www.gracecelebration.org/new-events
http://www.gracecelebration.org/new-events


8601 TRINITY ROAD, CORDOVA TN

EASTER WORSHIP BEGINS AT 10 AM

BREAKFAST SERVED AT 8:30 AM

9:15 AM - SUNDAY APRIL 21

GRACE CELEBRATION LUTHERAN
INVITES YOU AND YOURS



Feed Your Family and Support our Youth! 

Freezer Meals Ready! 

A group of excited teens from Grace Celebration will join 25,000 other Lutheran 
youth in Minneapolis this July to attend the 2019 LCMS National Youth 
Gathering. The theme of this year’s Gathering is:  Real.Present.God. 

Please join us in praying that this group of kids will have an 
amazing experience as they come together as a community of 
God’s people, learning more about their faith and their 
Lutheran identity and being encouraged to live out their faith 
in their daily lives. 

The cost of attending the Gathering is approximately $1000 
per person. This week we kicked off a Freezer Meal fundraiser 
to help raise costs for our kids to attend. We are selling pre-
made dinner and breakfast casseroles, stored in the church 
freezer and ready to take home today! 

The cost is as follows: 

Poppy Seed Chicken  Small - $15.00  Large - $25.00 
Chicken Pot Pie   Small - $18.00  Large - $30.00 
White Chicken Lasagna  Small - $16.00  Large - $28.00 
Mississippi Sin Quiche  Small - $18.00 
Egg Cups (pre-cooked)  $14.00/bag of 9 

We accept cash or check as payment, but please write YOUTH on the memo line 
of your check made out to Grace Celebration. Place your payment in the black 
mailbox located on the center island in the church kitchen, near the freezer.  
Thanks Grace family for your love and support!  



MARCH 2019  

$17,784.68

Birthdays Anniversaries 

Rachel Nathan
Apr 3

Steve Belles
Apr 4

Andrew Cornell
Apr 12

Denise Miller
Apr 12

Tim Belles
Apr 13

Alex Nathan
Apr 14

Kellan Weiser
Apr 20

Abigail Nathan
Apr 25

Andy Belles
Apr 28

John and Phyllis Thornbury 
Apr 4
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